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Our English boots were the objects of the keenest
criticism, even in the cities, and we soon began to realize
that this badge of Western civilization would have to go.
At first we retained stockings and adopted Indian shoes,
The usual kind worn in Bombay are of an ornamental, but
most uncomfortable pattern, intended more for show than
for use. When entering an Indian house, shoes are left
at the door, It would be as rude to wear them indoors,
as to keep one's hat on in entering an English home.
When walking any considerable distance an Indian who
possesses shoes will commonly take them off and carry
them under his arm.
There was another difficulty about wearing Indian shoes.
Every time we went out, our stockings became hopelessly
soiled, besides developing large holes. We simply had
to give up wearing stockings. But then came a still worse
perplexity. Instead of wearing holes in our stockings,
the shoes cut holes in our feet, or created sores and blisters
of a painful character.
I can remember very well discarding for the first time my
Indian shoes, and going out barefooted for a march in
Bombay. The Corps Officer, Captain Hawthorne, a warm-
hearted Irishman, nearly wept. He was sure I could not
do it, and insisted on carrying my shoes himself, so that I
could put them on at any time. But I came through the
ordeal successfully, without having to take advantage
of his thoughtfulness!
That was not always the case, however, At times in
the heat of the day the roads became absolutely unbearable,
and on one occasion a short walk over burning sand resulted
in my being laid up for several weeks. However, this was
only in the hottest places during the hottest parts of the
day, and most of our open-air work was carried on at
night, or in the mornings and evenings. Hence, to go
barefooted was found more convenient than to wear the
only kinds of Indian shoes with which we had then
experimented.
At a later stage in our history we discovered that sandals,
made of good leather, would entirely do away with the
above difficulties, and these became an essential part of
our Indian uniform, and involved no hardship.